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ROUGH Architects of the new Old Town Hall. [directl _ Sign to the
ouvre in Paris Itop leftl and the Uconn Stamford main : It _ L T




¢ Contributed - photos
SE THR@UGH -Archltects of the new Old«Town Hall ldlrectly abovel addltuon compared the new deslgn to the

o ‘.-flrst pubhc meetmg regardmg the crty s more than 100 year-old town
*hall structure. = . '
s Joseph Fuller Jiia partner w1th Fuller and D Angelo PC, ‘
': - 'Archltects and Planners, detailed the history of Old Town Hall, as-
well as his firm’s plan to constiuct a 6,000 square foot addition on to
the existing building. That addmon will include a large glass sail
. which will extend from the western’ and southern srdes of the bnrld—
ing, facing Heritage Park. :
“It’s a strong concept butit’s a strong burldrng to begm wrth
.-something more frail would look out of place,” Fuller said:
Freimuth said the sail is intended to jump the building into public "
“consciousness, while preserving it’s original character.
. According to national guidelines, architects cannot copy or cover
- any existing parts of the building, Fuller said. . .
“Any addition should actually be differentiated from old, enhanc- .
'ng the 1ntegr1ty [of the old burldmg] ” he sald “It should stand

o > See OLD TOWN HALL Page A6
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: " line
in toward the building’s historic

show depicting similar projects that
include glasswork such - a§ ‘the
Louvre in Paris, and the 01ty 'S
UCONN branch. :
Some residents were not -con-
v1nced that the shape of the glass
design was appropnate for Old
Town Hall. . -
“It looks-like Noah’s Ark comjng
out of Mount Ararat,” lifelong resi-
dent Phil Peluso said  before . the
meeting.
" Other res1dents thought the addx-
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it -and get it done, another good .

01d Town Hall

gtand staircase. He presented a slide -

said. “The ‘wow’ I would suggest,

tion was distinctive, and that the
glasswork would be aesthetically
pleasing, especially in the evening.

Bob Karp said he liked the new
construction, and considered it a
“spectacular effort in the right
direction.”

“I' think the glass introduces a

‘wow’ factor that will help market

the building,” Karp. said.

State Rep. Jim Shapiro disagreed.

with Karp, and said he’d like to see
the city decide on a-project that was
more in-keeping with the Old Town
Hall that many people already know
and love.

“I don’t want to.over-reach when
we already have-a-jewel,” Shapiro

A}

is already in this bu1ldmg, we Just
need to enhance it.” :

Others discussed the need for;
community involvement:in des“ign'
decisions, and stressed: that plans-
should not be finalized until —the‘
public needs are assessed. - <l

. “Public input cannot be underes—‘
timated and alternatives should ‘ndt
be -discounted for the sake of Gor-:
venience,” said former C1ty Reg
Brian O’Neill. .

Still others questloned the use 'of_
space, a bulk of which will be taken
up by tehants who aré expected ‘o
pay about- $4- m11]10n toward -the.
project:

“Using the bmldmg for. ofﬁce
space is a rmsuse and it’s a waste,’
‘adding that many tenants may fleg
the location because of inadequatg,
parkmg, “I don’t like -the idéa of
using tenants to finance it.”. - -

- The city is considering. rentmg
parking spaces for tenants ‘at’the:
Bell Street Garage, Freimuth sa;d»

While many audience members '
praised the architects for a “mag-
nificent” floor plan, several people
also called for further discus§ion
about the buildings “bland” Bank
Street entrance, the use of ceinént
rather than limestone, and sthe
inclusion of a more. comprefien~
sive museum or heritage centef.- -

Freimuth ‘said the city wel-
comes written. comment, and st
gested that the current model, of-a.
more comprehensive model shoWws.
ing the existing structure as well
as the addition, be displayed in th§"
Government Center. lobby so tl;e,

residents like Peluso, who said i3
hated the design when he first saw
it in the newspaper, but now thinks
it only needs some “outside
adjustments.” ) s

“From the picture ... the angle,

ongmally it looked worse than it
”” Peluso said while viewing the:

three-dxmensxonal model, “Now, 1t

:doesn’t-look so obtrusive.”

This kind of sentiment,
Freimuth said, mirrors the way, in
which the project was discussed at_
board meetings. First members
were “taken‘aback” by the design,
but gradually: came to apprec1ate
it, Freimuth said. .

“I think the rooin was very anx-
ious {on Monday], and as we went. .
through the, plan they became
more understanding,” he said.
“Still, some. need to be con-
vmced ”






