- Hall during a meeting to discuss

STAMFORD—-—C1ty officials last week huddled around a
doll house-sized model showing proposed renovatlons to’ Old

Stamford Times that the eri
would involve allowing liandic ppe
_angular glass addition that would fa
v1de such access,. whlle also addmg i
' . said.after the meetmg

s to update the historic building.
The O1d Town Hall Redevelopment
Agéncy [OTHRA] héld its inaugural
meeting on-Aug. 17, and as members -
wed the: three-d1mens1onal de31gn for
the first time, they focused on the large

MQRE GNL[NE

o The ‘re_novated Old ,

mes.eom__ ,

_ gfass sail that would connect the exist-
nig structure to a more modernized-addition.-

*“The bmldmg has essentially been hibernating for 20 years, » tenants will begm thelr leases on. DCC‘
Iltiector ofEconommic Development Mike Freimuth said. “I
grsonally warited somethmg eXotic — not to the pomt of -

_troymg the buﬂdmg —we'te. walqng it up SO

“Fuller & D’ Angelo Progect Archltect Marc Harary
explamed that current pIans call for an enh‘ance through-a

_ ‘NEW TOWN HALL Thls photo depicts the
" for the Old Town Hall. A new commlttee

> See OLD pa' e A7 8 'the bulldmg w:ll be reﬂuvated




-OLD TQ NEW Above. Stephen Osman. chn ‘ ab
is framed by the sets.of stairs in the Old Town He
.an arcltectual renderlng of what could be.
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‘Wibssum. gallery, w1th glass doors leadmg toward -
‘building’s main-staircase. Under curfent plans, only
‘tenants would be able to pass through those doors,
Harary said. Some' OTHRA members expressed con-
cern that new plans cater to tenants at the expense of
‘public access.

“I’m horrified that the: public is gomg to be exclud-

_ -ed from where the staircase is,” Former Speaker of the
Touse Moira Lyons told fellow members. “I'd always
envisioned they’d be able to walk around.” :
“t Freimuth said the committee also needs to cons1der
‘how unlimited public access: could impact tenant pri-
vacy
4I89f we bring in tenants who are going to pay the1r
freight, we need to secure them and not let people just.
g0 walking around their space,” he said.
) Lyons, however, said OTHRA should revisit the :
igstie, allowing the public admlttance to the staircase at
the focal point of the building, .
~+11#] don’t like [the current plan] and I don tthmk the
'pubhc will like it, how they’re locked out. That’s how
I think they’ll view it,” Lyons said.
*‘0Harary, who called the access debate an operatlonal
concern rather than a problem that would call for
" sthictural changes, said the pl‘O_]eCt has been complex
‘bédause of the need to preserve the old building’s his-
-t@py while creating a modern addition.

«“This is.probably one of the most complicated pI'O_]-
.ects 'that I myself have ever worked on,” Harary said
gffer the meetmg “The ‘concept is going to be that
ydu re going to be able to tell when you go from the ‘
réstoration — the old interior — fo the new building.”’

The Mayoral Steering Committée, which was
Eegponmble for the renovation before an ordinarice to
.orate OTHRA passed on May 8, signed off on the S ‘ .
adlrent architectural plans in April. OTHRA must still  ed cost is $14 5 rm]llon ‘and_the city is about $1 mil-
givie the plan its blessing, Freimuth said. -~ - lion short, Freimuth said.

l'Jeff Pardo, of the city engineering buréau, said the . “There still may be a gap between what we fmally
gidéwalks have been finished, and the front plaza is dacion and what it cncte ta canatiet *? Tralrmith aaid -






