1933: Trolleys are discontinued
and replaced by a bus system.
The last car pulls out of Atlantic
Square for Norwalk at 11 35 pm,
Nov. 11. Ch

Office. Building at 429 Atlantic St,
from Hartford Electrie Light Co. 1t
Isusedto supplemen’[ Old Town
Hall-and the'growing city govern:
ment. Mayor J. Walter Kennedy,
“elected in 1959, I8 the last-mayor
in‘thebullding: :

1976: The beaux- arts building -
gets 5-ton. bell tower, con:

41961: Crty acqurres the Munrorpal :

structed of fiberglass and alu-

Source: The'Advocatte archives and Stamford Historiéal Sot

‘Landmark anniversar
Former Stamford Town Hall turns 1OO

| Joy Woodson
Staff erter

TAMFORD — On a cold February
night in 1904, frozen fire hydrants
rendered ﬁreﬁghters helpless to stop
an inferno roaring through the town hall.
A year later, public officials were poised to
breathe life into the site, laying a cornerstone
for a new structure that

Tomorrow, the beloved buﬂdmg turns 100
City officials will commemorate the anniver-
sary today in front of Old Town Hall at Bank,
Atlantic and Main streets.

The beaux-arts building is made of lime-
stone and accentuated with historical mu-
rals, soaring ceilings and a stately staircase
with a wrought-iron railing.
* Empty for 18 years, the build-

LY RN ing is undergoing ren-
has  become g ; : “i7 ovations.
known as ) : "9 Please see
~appaints’a.c mmrttee to recom: :
- mend ways to reuse the buiding, Old Town TOWN HALL,
focuses on keeping it a public facil- Hall. Page A4
ity: Proposals a year later iricluded:

- a.brewpub and a five-star hotel,
‘ whrch were 16 jected.

2004 A new task force seleots a
developer Total cost of restora-
| tion project is estrmated at $14 5.
i mrllron

: 2(_305: Such:predevelopment work
as .completing designs, identifying .

- potential tenants.and ‘preparing:

construction estimates and

’ schedules contrnues Phase [ of




Town Hall

- Contmued from Page A1

Renee Kahn du'ector of the
Historic Nelghborhood Preser-
-vation Program Inc., is hoping

for an art house. The building

‘harbors personal connections
and-is key to revitalization, she
said.

“When that gets . put into
place, I think the whole down-
-town will flourish,” Kahn said.

“It’s doing very well now; but I

think it will be even better”
- Many city leaders have tried

-and failed to bring the building

back to life. A new ‘Old Town

Hall committee believes it will

be successful. .
- -The ‘board seems focused -on

bringing public use back to. the
building and having it genetate -

revenue with commercial ten-
'ants The committee is: deter-
mining the ratio of pubhc and
private use.

.reach - -

“We don’t really have the fig-

-ures yet, but we keep refining
our-vision and working toward -
getting
- said city Rep. Maria Nakian, D-

something = creative,’

20, who is on the committee. “I
think we are very close to that.”

- City Rep. Harry Day, R-13,

another committee member,
said the building. would be a

beautiful museum.

“What we don’t want is some .
rcommercial,tenant to take over .
the entire space, and, you know,

keep the doors - locked” Day
said. -

‘Michael Freimuth, the c1ty ]
economic. planner; said discus-
sions have been held with inter-

ested tenants. The committee :

expects to begm ‘a~public out-
campa1gn late -
month.

. Mounds. of concrete rubble
sit in front of the burldmg In

-this phase of the renovation, the
front plaza will be replaced_

.ﬁnahzmg
'mates, working on securing ten-

next

“with a historically similar de-
sign, and the streetscape will . -

have new lights, trees and side-

‘walks.

- Meanwhile, the comnuttee is .
construction = esti- _

ants and gearing up for fall
meetings at which city represen- -
tatives may approve a governing
body that will allow for finaricing
to begin.

.A second phase -of .construc-
t10n will include renovatmg Her-
itage Park, which is behind the -

“-building, and restoring monu- -
"ments. The committee is working

with the National Development -
Council, a New York nonprofit

_ developer

The project will cost $14.5
mﬂhon and state grants will
cover $6.4 million. City bond-
ing ‘will pay for $1.4 million.
The city expects to qualify for

'$4.3 million in federal tax cred- -
-its for historic preservation:





